
Last month, CAALA 
inducted into its Hall of 
Fame four fine lawyers: 
Gary Dordick, Carl 
Douglas, Gretchen Nelson, 
and Brian Panish. Each of 
these represents the 
highest ideals of civility in 
our profession.

The legal profession is built on 
principles that strive for justice, fairness, 
and respect for the rule of law. At the core 
of this noble pursuit lies the concept of 
legal civility, which refers to the courteous 
and respectful behavior exhibited by legal 
professionals throughout their practice. 
Legal civility fosters an environment of 
professionalism, cooperation, and 
effective dispute resolution. I’d like to 
explore the significance of legal civility in 
the practice of law and how it contributes 
to a fair and efficient judicial system.

Promoting professionalism
Legal civility plays a vital role in 

promoting professionalism within the 
legal community. Lawyers are not only 
representatives of their clients but also 
officers of the court. By maintaining 
civility, legal practitioners uphold the 
integrity and reputation of the profession. 
When lawyers treat each other with 
respect, it strengthens the public’s trust in 
the legal system. Professionalism also 
ensures that lawyers can collaborate 
effectively, fostering a cooperative 
atmosphere where legal issues are 
addressed efficiently.

Preserving the adversarial process
The adversarial nature of the legal 

system relies on opposing parties 

presenting their arguments and evidence 
before an impartial judge or jury. While 
vigorous advocacy is a cornerstone of this 
process, legal civility ensures that it 
remains fair and respectful. By adhering 
to standards of civility, lawyers can argue 
their cases passionately while refraining 
from personal attacks or disrespectful 
behavior. This preserves the dignity of the 
profession and maintains the focus on the 
merits of the case rather than personal 
animosity.

Enhancing communication and 
collaboration

Legal disputes can be emotionally 
charged and complex. In such situations, 
legal civility is crucial in fostering 
effective communication and 
collaboration among legal professionals. 
Respectful dialogue and professional 
conduct contribute to a constructive 
exchange of ideas, leading to better 
outcomes for clients and a more efficient 
resolution of legal matters. Moreover, 
maintaining civility promotes trust and 
rapport among lawyers, facilitating the 
possibility of reaching settlements or 
alternative dispute resolutions outside  
the courtroom.

Improving access to justice
Legal civility is directly linked to 

improving access to justice for all 
individuals. When legal professionals 
prioritize respectful behavior, it creates an 
environment where clients feel heard, 
valued, and understood. Civility in legal 
proceedings ensures that all parties have 
an equal opportunity to present their 
arguments and have their voices heard. 
By treating opposing parties with dignity 
and respect, lawyers contribute to a fair 
and balanced judicial process, which is 
vital for upholding the principles of 
justice.

Preserving the public’s perception
The public’s perception of the legal 

system is shaped not only by the 
outcomes of cases but also by the behavior 

of legal professionals involved. Legal 
civility plays a significant role in 
preserving and enhancing the public’s 
perception of the legal profession. When 
lawyers exhibit professionalism and 
respect towards one another, it bolsters 
public confidence in the fairness and 
effectiveness of the legal system. 
Conversely, uncivil behavior can 
undermine public trust, perpetuating 
negative stereotypes and eroding 
confidence in the legal profession as a 
whole.

Mitigating the emotional toll
Legal disputes can be emotionally 

challenging for all parties involved, 
including lawyers. Maintaining legal 
civility helps mitigate the emotional toll 
that the practice of law can take. By 
treating each other with respect, legal 
professionals create an environment 
where conflicts are addressed with dignity 
and professionalism. This, in turn, 
promotes mental well-being and reduces 
stress levels among lawyers, allowing 
them to approach their work more 
effectively and efficiently.

The heart of our profession
Legal civility lies at the heart of the 

legal profession, playing a crucial role in 
upholding the principles of justice, 
fairness, and professionalism. By 
promoting respectful behavior, legal 
practitioners enhance communication, 
preserve the adversarial process, and 
improve access to justice for all 
individuals. Moreover, legal civility 
contributes to the public’s perception of 
the legal system and helps mitigate the 
emotional toll of legal practice.

Let’s all try to emulate the careers 
and professionalism that Gary, Carl, 
Gretchen, and Brian exemplify. In doing 
so, each of us will do a part to better the 
profession that we love and cherish. And 
maybe one day, we may be so honored as 
to join Gary, Carl, Gretchen, and Brian in 
the Hall of Fame.

CAALA President
Minh Nguyen
NGUYEN THEAM, LLP
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